Managing native plants on your property
Keeping it under control

References

The protection and enhancement of remnant vegetation will require some
management strategies to be put in place. Depending on your individual
situation, this may involve:

For further information about managing your remnant, refer to:
The Glovebox Guide - A guide to managing vegetation in
Stanthorpe Shire
This well informed guide consists of three parts:
1. Vegetation management within the Stanthorpe region,
and provides practical examples of how land can be
managed in a manner that combines sound farm
management practices with the retention of native
vegetation.
2. Detailed profiles of some of the rare and threatened
plant species that are found within the region, and
3. Further reading resources.
The guide is available through the Stanthorpe office of Southern Downs
Regional Council on Marsh Street, Stanthorpe. Ph: 07 4681 5500.
Keep an eye on the following websites:
www.southerndowns.qld.gov.au/page/Lifestyle__Community/
Environmental_Management/Vegetation_Management/
Rare_Wildflower_Consortium/
www.granitenet.com.au/groups/environment/rare-wildflower-consortium

∗ Protection from overgrazing. The degree to
which livestock have access to the bushland
depends on your own situation but the less
livestock and feral grazers the better.
∗ Ensuring your remnant is a reasonable size.
There is usually a direct relationship between the
size of a remnant patch of vegetation and the
number of wildlife species present. Small, highly
modified bushland areas have little chance of
surviving unless supplemented by replanting and
natural regeneration. Larger remnants will sustain
larger and more diverse populations of both fauna
and flora.
∗ Establishment of wildlife corridors. Ensure
remnants are linked by revegetated areas no more
than 50m apart.
∗ Considering fire requirements. During the first
stages (10 years) of rehabilitation minimise the
impact of fire. Some expense or consideration of a
firebreak may be involved. If burning off is
essential, cool ground fires in early winter will
suffice.
∗ Revegetation. To speed the recovery process,
plant quick-growing, shade-tolerant shrubs. Collect
seeds and cuttings from the more vigorous
understorey species. If the bushland is severely
degraded and these are absent, choose more
vigorous large wattles of your district, for instance
Acacia irrorata and A. filicifolia (pictured).
∗ Managing competition. Grasses which compete
with struggling native seedlings may need control.
Use a suitable herbicide to keep them under control
and give the seedlings a chance to survive.

Succession planning

Programs
Retaining or regenerating a bushland requires different
management from the rest of your property. There is a wealth of
land management information available to landholders who choose
to join one of the following programs:
Land for Wildlife is a voluntary, non-binding
conservation agreement that encourages and helps
landholders to protect and manage habitats for native
plants and animals on their property. The
Queensland Murray-Darling Committee (QMDC), on
behalf of Greening Australia, is the administrator of
the Land for Wildlife Program in the Stanthorpe
region.
Contact QMDC at the Toowoomba Office on 07 4637 6200, or visit
their website at www.qmdc.org.au.
The Nature Refuge Program is designed
to conserve land in perpetuity, under the
Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992.
Conservation agreements under this program are tailored to suit
the management needs and requirements of the landholder.
Nature Refuges are a great way for landholders to help protect
Queensland’s significant natural and cultural landscape, wildlife
values and biodiversity, while allowing sustainable production to
continue.

Your bushland will change gradually and
continuously through time, evolving in
physical and botanical composition.
Key pioneer species will give way to other
species requiring the shelter the pioneers
provided. These species make up the
groundcovers and understorey layers of
your bushland. These in turn will give way
to tree species which will dictate the
eventual make-up of your bush.

Contact the Department of Environment and Resource
Management on Ph: 1300 130 372 or visit their website at
www.derm.qld.gov.au/wildlife-ecosystems/nature_refuges.

Recognise each stage that is reached, and
then acknowledge the bushland’s
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